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Art Unit: 2481 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Said claim discloses a recording medium. 
Both said claim and the respective specification ("A high-density recording medium such 
as a high density optical disk, for example, a Blu-Ray ROM (BD-ROM), BD-RE, etc." 
para. 0029) fail to disclose whether said recording medium is limited to a non-transitory 
medium or transitory propagating signal. Reading said claim under the broadest 
reasonable interpretation recording medium is considered to read on a transitory 
propagating signal. See the Subject Matter Eligibility of Computer Readable Media 
memo dated February, 23 2010 (1351 OG 212). A claim directed to only signals per se 
is not a process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter and therefore is not 
directed to statutory subject matter. See MPEP § 2106. Thus, both said claim and said 
specification fail to define said recording medium to be statutory media. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-11, 26-29, 32-35, 39-42, 46-49 and 53-56 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Pub. 2002/0164152 A1 to Kato et 
al. "Kato" in view of U.S. Patent Pub. 2006/0036960 Loui, in view of U.S. Patent 
Pub. 2004/0001704 A1 to Chan et al. "Chan", in view of U.S. Patent Pub. 
2008/0166067 A1 to Roth et al. "Roth" and in further view of U.S. Patent 6250928 
to Poggio et al "Poggio". 

As to claim 1 , 26, 27, 28 and 29, Kato discloses an apparatus for recording a 
data structure for managing reproduction of at least one still picture on a recording 
medium, the apparatus comprising: 

a pick up configured to record data on the recording medium (Fig. 1 , Readout unit 26); 
a controller configured to control the pick up (Fig. 1 , element 26) to record at least one 
playlist file on the recording medium (Fig. 1 , controller 23), the playlist file including at 
least one playitem (Fig. 7, Para. 0154), at least one sub-playitem (Fig. 7) and mark 
information (Figs. 43 and 79; Paras. 0160; 0188-0190), the playitem indicating an in- 
point and an out-point of a first clip stream(Fig. 7 shows in point and out point, MAIN 
PATH; MAIN AV STREAM) file, the first clip stream file including presentation data (still 
picture data of video data), the presentation data being divided into at least one still 
picture unit, the playitem including duration information indicating whether to display the 
at least one still picture for one of a finite period of time (in_time and out time, figs. 2 
and 3; Paras. 01 70-01 72; in and out times is a finite duration of time), the sub-playitem 
associated with the playitem and indicating an in-point and an out-point of a second clip 
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stream file, the second clip stream file including audio data (Fig. 7), the mark 
information including at least one mark pointing to the still picture (Para. 0152). 

Kato does not expressly disclose the first clip stream file not including audio data, 
the still picture unit including the at least one still picture and associated graphic data, 
the still picture and associated graphic data in the still picture unit configured to be 
reproduced synchronously and to display atleast one still picture for an infinite period of 
time, the still picture being configured to be displayed until user input is received if the 
duration information indicates the infinite period of time and the still picture unit 
configured to be reproduced asynchronously from the audio data. 

Loui discloses the first clip stream file not including audio data (Para. 0041 , e.g. 
digital video segments without sound), the still picture unit including the at least one still 
picture (digital still images, Paras. 0011, 0041) and associated graphic data (Multimedia 
objects can comprise only one type of object or a any combination, Para. 0041 ) 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Kato with the teachings of Loui. Rationale to combine would have 
been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art 
could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no change in 
their respective functions, and combination would have yielded predictable results to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

Kato and Loui as modified do not expressly disclose the still picture and 
associated graphic data in the still picture unit configured to be reproduced 
synchronously and to display atleast one still picture for an infinite period of time, the 
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still picture being configured to be displayed until user input is received if the duration 
information indicated the infinite period of time and the still picture unit configured to be 
reproduced asynchronously from the audio data. 

Chan discloses the still picture and associated graphic data in the still picture unit 
configured to be reproduced synchronously (Para. 0025). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Kato and Loui as modified with the teachings of Chan. Rationale 
to combine would have been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art 
and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known 
methods with no change in their respective functions, and combination would have 
yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

Kato, Loui and Chan as modified do not expressly disclose to display atleast one 
still picture for an infinite period of time, the still picture being configured to be displayed 
until user input is received if the duration information indicated the infinite period of time 
and the still picture unit configured to be reproduced asynchronously from the audio 
data. 

Roth discloses to display atleast one still picture for an infinite period of time, the 
still picture being configured to be displayed until user input is received if the duration 
information indicated the infinite period of time (presentation of image for infinite cell 
still, Para. 0010). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Kato, Loui and Chan as modified with the teachings of Roth. 
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Rationale to combine would have been that all the claimed elements were known in the 
prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by 
known methods with no change in their respective functions, and combination would 
have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention. 

Kato, Loui, Chan and Roth as modified do not expressly disclose the still picture 
unit configured to be reproduced asynchronously from the audio data. 

Poggio discloses the still picture unit configured to be reproduced 
asynchronously from the audio data (Col. 4 lines 55-66). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Kato, Loui, Chan and Roth as modified with the teachings of 
Poggio. Rationale to combine would have been that all the claimed elements were 
known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as 
claimed by known methods with no change in their respective functions, and 
combination would have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention. 

As to claims 2, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose 
everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein the at 
least one mark includes a type indicator indicating that the mark is of a type used for 
pointing to a still picture ("...The picture indicating such mark point is termed mark 
thumb nail...", Paras. 0193-0194). 

As to claim 3, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose everything 
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claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein the at least one 
mark includes a time stamp indicating a time address of the still picture in the first 
stream file (Para. 0189). 

As to claim 4, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose everything 
claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein the at least one 
mark includes a playitem indicator indicating the playitem with which the at least one 
mark is associated (Paras. 0189, 0190,0294; Fig. 44). 

As to claims 6, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose 
everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein the mark 
includes a time stamp indicating a time address of the still picture in the first stream file 
(Paras.0189, 0299). 

As to claims 7, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose 
everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein the mark 
includes a playitem indicator indicating the playitem with which the mark is associated 
(Paras. 0189, 0190,0294; Fig. 44). 

As to claim 8, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose everything 
claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein the at least one 
mark includes a time stamp indicating a time address of the still picture in the first 
stream file (Paras. 0189, 0299). 

As to claim 9, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose everything 
claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein the at least one 
mark includes a playitem indicator indicating the playitem with which the atleast one 
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mark is associated (Paras. 0189, 0190,0294; Fig. 44). 

As to claim 10, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose 
everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein the mark 
information includes a number of marks, and the mark information includes a number 
indicator indicating the number of marks (Para. 0298). 

As to claim 1 1 , Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified disclose 
everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein, for each 
mark, the mark information provides a type indicator indicating a type of the at least one 
mark (Paras. 0189, 0190,0294, 0298; Figs 43-44) 

As to claims 33, 40, 47, 54, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified 
disclose everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein 
the at least one mark includes a time stamp indicating a time address of the still picture 
in the first stream file (Paras. 0189; 0299), and the at least one mark includes a playitem 
indicator indicating the playitem with which the at least one mark is associated (Fig. 44; 
0189; 0190; 0294). 

As to claims 34, 41 , 48, 55, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified 
disclose everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein 
the at least one mark includes a time stamp indicating a time address of the still picture 
in the first stream file (Paras. 0189; 0299), and the at least one mark includes a playitem 
indicator indicating the playitem with which the at least one mark is associated (Fig. 44; 
Paras. 0189-0190; 0294). 
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As to claims 35, 42, 49, 56, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as modified 
disclose everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. Kato further discloses wherein 
the mark information provides a type indicator indicating a type of the at least one mark 
(Figs. 43-44; 0189-0190; 0294; 0298). 

As to claims 5, 32, 39, 46, and 53, Kato, Loui, Chan, Roth and Poggio as 
modified disclose everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. In addition Kato 
discloses wherein the at least one mark includes a mark type indicator indicating that 
the at least one mark is of a type that provides a point to skip to (Fig. 43). Kato does not 
expressly disclose when displaying a slideshow of still pictures. Ando discloses 
displaying a slideshow of still pictures (Para. 0142). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Kato and Seo as modified with the teaching of Ando. Motivation 
would have been to provide a skipping function having a "skip increment" in a slide 
show to skip between multiple images. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHER KHAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5203. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter-Anthony Pappas can be reached on (571)272-7646. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/A. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2481 

/Peter-Anthony Pappas/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2481 



